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In 1957, a young Indian tailor named Naraindas "Sam" Melwani signed a 
lease on a small shop in Hong Kong's Burlington Arcade and a contract to 
make uniforms for British soldiers. The soldiers are gone. The contract 
ended with the handover in 1997. The shop is still there — same unit, Shop 
K, 94 Nathan Road, Tsim Sha Tsui — sixty-nine years later, while roughly 
five hundred tailors who once worked the same district have come and gone. 
 
Sam's Tailor is now three generations deep. Manu Melwani, Sam's elder son, 
trained as an apprentice in England in the Savile Row tradition and has 
run the client side of the business since 1971; in 2022 he collected an 
MBE at Windsor Castle from Prince William, told him his mother had been a 
lovely lady, and was back on Nathan Road the next morning. His brother 
Sham is the master cutter — the man who reads a body, draws the pattern, 
and makes sure what leaves the shop is what was promised. And Roshan 
Melwani, Naraindas's grandson, is the one you have probably already seen: 
the third-generation tailor who turned a phone, a fitting room, and forty 
years of family muscle memory into one of the most-followed tailoring 
accounts on earth — more than 1.6 million people on TikTok and counting. 
 
The celebrities found the shop long before the algorithm did. Five 
American presidents, from Gerald Ford to Bill Clinton. Queen Elizabeth II 
and King Charles III. Margaret Thatcher and Tony Blair. Naomi Campbell, 
David Bowie, Michael Jackson, Bruno Mars, Russell Crowe, Kate Moss. 
Michael Palin got a suit here filming *Around the World in 80 Days*. 
Richard Ayoade brought Jon Hamm for a fitting on *Travel Man*. The shop 
appeared as a Detour on *The Amazing Race*, was honoured with its own 
postage stamp for its fiftieth anniversary, and has been profiled by the 
South China Morning Post, Business Insider — which called Roshan possibly 
the world's most famous tailor — AFP, CNN, and the Beijing Times, which 
dubbed him the "Suit Whisperer of Hong Kong." 
 
The process is the same whether you are a president or a tourist with a 
48-hour layover. Roshan sits you down and reads you — posture, shoulders, 
how you stand when you are not performing — then takes thirty-two 
measurements, talks you through a cloth library of more than twenty 
thousand bolts, and cuts a pattern that stays on file for life. Two 
fittings, standard. Delivery in two to three weeks; the famous 24-hour 
suit if the flight leaves tomorrow. Suits start from about US$540 in 
Italian cloth. If you cannot get to Hong Kong, the Digital Bespoke service 
ships the whole ritual to your door. 
 
"Every man who comes in here thinks he knows what he wants," Roshan says. 
"Then I show him what he actually needs." 
 
Press inquiries: web@samstailor.com — response within 48 hours. 
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